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CEGACION DE PANAMA , r } CG A 
| London, 6th Octover, 194.7 


No. CL-553 


EAM 
Dear Mir. Beith, no 


In my letter No. C-1147 of 6th October I mentioned to you 
that I was sending to my Government a copy of your letter No. 
E 9159/84/31 IMMEDIATE/CONFIDENTIAL. | 


I have now received a reply from my Government in which they 
inform me that they have placed the whole matter under the 
responsability, of the Consul,General of Panama in New York where 
both the "PAN/ YORK" and "PAYCRESCENT" were registered. 


The Consul will thoroughly investigate the responsability of 
the directors, agents and solicitors of the "F & B Shipping 
Company" in connection with the illegal traffic of Jewish 
Immigrants to Palestine and I have every reason to believe that 
the information supplied by the Foreign Office will greatly 
assist the said official. 


Since I spoke to you on the telephone this morning, I have 
been further advised by the Government that the representatives 
in Panama of "F.& B Shipping Company" had been requested to 
refute the suspicions raised by the Foreign Office.Unless they 
were able to do so, the "Patentes Provitbnales" of the two vessels 
would not be extended, and furthermore, the "Patentes Permanentes" 
still in the custody Of the Government would not be delivered. 


As the "Patentes Provisionales" usually expire six months after 
registration of the vessels, this means that they will soon expire. 
Unless the charges made by the British Government are proved to be 
wrong - and in view of the evidence I cannot see how this can be 
done in time, or even ever - the vessels will automatically bee 

struck off from the Panamanian registry. 
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Perhaps you will be good enough to pass on this information 
to the Secretary of State. 


ours sincerely 


Chargé daffaires 


J.G.S. Beith,isq., 
Foreign Office, S.W.1 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHIAGTON 


Noe 11745 | ge 
Veuber,1947 .  D: 2.35 a.m 14th November, 1947 


Repeated to: New York No. 258 
Panama No. 122 


MPORTANT 


lly tel gram No. 11510 [ef November 6th: Jewish illegal 
immigratien J. 


Panamanian Censul-General suggests that "previsional 
patents” of "Pan York" and Pan Crescent! which usually 
«visa for six months, sheuld shertly expire and would net 

new be renewed. | 


2. Can yeu let us have en urgent estimate of the 
Sd lel pa ef cancelling A Sach en ef these ships with 
articular reference to date en which this might beceme 


“«ffective 7 
GGGG 


we 2 


ponte eh ek 


ont 


GSBT9 / ELE 


2] 
o 
~v 
= 
r+ 
7) 
= 
~ 
°o 
bn | 
-4 
= 
m 
OO 
to 
@ 
r 
© 
r:] 
mm 
© 
© 
J 
_©o 
oO 
i | 
ww" 
© 
© 
Cr 
oO 
=z 
=z 


No aa fai ap plat he Fils, | 


Sie leconpyfoyfyy 


7 a 
FROM fb bra lef / wo hdl 


Received be 
in Registry 5, Hor owt 


49 ~ 


Last Paper. _ | : (Minutes, 


/0450 


References. 


| (Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


Jy) 


Next Paper. 


a 


\ 
ua < toe 


tentwile 4 ie jfoom PE Koy shall 


<3 
<j. 
= 
2 
=z: 
=f { 
=) 
nu 
~4 
= 
mm 

.% 
Sc 
oo] 
Tf 
o 
J 
3 
FJ 

on = ] 
© 
wi 
ai 
=e 
m 
e 


. WOONOT 


oon) 


W92/930/47 or 


With the Compliments 
of His—azesiy-s—Emnbassy. 


6S8T9/ ELE 


WOONOT 391430 080934 9178NG 3X1 40 1H9 14409 


: 
Ae ge 
WE 


the ™ 
ae TES 6%, 
sarees 


Ce dt 


ae 
iadiiny, aS Sey aa 


te 
Nit 


Pes 


Las. 


. 
Ys 


4d de See? * 


we 


i a € 
aCe 


Ths, “Ty 2 vhs 


id i. 


re eee oe oa ed 


391340 GY0938 JiTahd IHL 40 LHD IYAdOD 


i a 
(- Bare eer = 
te EAA 8 
= 
nites ae ute 9 BE 3 
ae ee PL AS hee 
oye 
"eb : 
ors fea 
wats FET 
Ls ASD 
nr er: ] 
vi 
‘ > 
a . 5 
: ah Ae we 
‘ yee ae : 
. safe e ica i % : a 4 x ey H ~ 
LM ge . : A ¥s 3 — ¢ ° z- : 
C 4 Ee ew be. ‘ ; : oe, oe ; ahi am - ass : M ee ph aoe - 
. 
we. N aaltent $ f ! 2 i . i x : Pod as tlh ; = a ate a zt \ 5 4 * Le 
Sabo eee ® ee7$. 4 ae 2 aa y fae _s Vet a “ - : : He sii 
a i" 
Pees 
Aedre a aes 
2 “it 7 : . : : 2 ‘ 3 “ : je : f. RP BT x gia : ’ zoe 3 ery 
& i ” 
—_ 
a 5 ee ee cP ye fattest 
st 4S bad he a i Be ee eee et AR 
2 fy ee : ¥ es See ts Ties 
ad 3 ‘ Pee mi * a +s. & ae bes 
> 
? cB 7 Bie og 
1 i : : ; rae ak Aetint vey! 
io : : OP . : ‘ : 7 
2 
ad 
¢ : 
— | | ) - ; : ¢ ‘ i 
a j ‘4 : pyes ; Q A, Y & 
. i si x ; . ra 
é “ 
: e 


1947 PALESTINE 


Pr Hig T arm peas? Phyl Ss 
_ sae sn, goonfufy | | dete! / ral ty Un kaon | f fayertose Y Ly te 


. 2 TELEGRA wal Raniro / | vw & hye yas S7-°SII dink on bidacdley night wel 
Ne DAU .— wl heft taliaventid oS pole whe tad torugh? } 
fe oo ZAI! lhor tack OAL eyebiod 


Dated 
_ TReccied SOT : vk 4 y be / $M 
in sived Y ey if ML ne ALA tf. OSEECO 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


10 U9. 
References. dA // ALpuy tf 10% 7 Hyy - 


Mr hu an. Lo 
nd ree F 10608 

| Me 
fou dispod of) IPP. CC Mal 001039 A 
§ 11 Hrcgrealclt) - | = 
, : . E lOtcy 

‘ns | i Tors AE 
8 apf (bef) 


me geek 


<3 
«< 
2 
o> 
= 
in | 
So 
n 
= 
= 
mm. 
so 
4 
@ 
rer" 
© 
x 
mm 
ix] 
° 
J 
“oO 
So 
wn 
= 
xd 
mm 
_ * 
r 
°o 
z 
= 


(Action 
completed.) 


Next Paper. 


L0¢ 4 X Wt, 24772/717 17895 «10/38 FO. 


epee: ee ee : 
Pa aN spe aa eta 


SE te ae vad ae PRT 7 TET tS CORR ee Od STAY ee ae ee : 
t 


weoe 


D ssiniiahk 


FROM ALGIERS TO FOREIGN OFFICE |10 NOV 


His Majesty's De. 4.00 pem. 7th November, 
Consul General, 1917. 


Oo | | 
e e 040 elle 7th November 
Yee te venber, 1927 Re (40 p 7947, 


Code R 


ted to Tunis No.19, 
— Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean. 


Vessel (identity unknowa) off Gu otville 
embarked in ship's boat [gp.undec.? "50"] to 100 
Jews on Wednesday night, November 6th, before 


intervention of police who oa brought 300 to 400 


others back to Algiers for cpa to their 
home in Tumisia and Moxpegot 


[Copy sent to wrong Secretariat ] 
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Code R- yyc DEPARTMENTAL No.2. 
FROM ALGIERS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's De 5.30 p.m. 7th November, 
Consul General, 19L7.. 


947. 
soles R. 6.56 pom. 7th November, 
hn November, 19.7. | 19h7 0 


Repeated to Tunis, | 
Commander=in-Chief Mediterranean. 


My telegram No.10l, . 


Vessel was Giovanni Maria, 80 Jews embarked 
600 [gp.eundec. ? prevented]. 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat]. 
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IMPORT. AW | 
3 Number 272 

| R.O. Algiers reported 7th November that 

GIOVANMI Miakqa cubarkoe 80 Jews off Guyotville five miles 

west of ulgiers, on the night of 6th, 600 Jews awaiting 

embarkation were dispersed by police, 
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Cypher/OTP 


Mr. Fewler D. 4.15 pew. 8th Nevember, 1947 
8th Nevember, 1947. Re 12.20 am. oth Neveuber, 1947 

My telegram Noe 55- i - 

Minister fer Fereign affairs telegraphed en 
Nevember 6th te the Henduranean Censul General at 
New Yerk autherising previsienal registration ef 
the 2 tankers in questien. 


Please repeat te Washingten as may telegram 
Ne. 5. 


[Repeated te Washingten). 
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1 Grosvenor Square, 
London, W. 1. 
November 8, 1947. 


Dear Mr. Bevin: 


With reference to the aide-memoire on the SS Pan Crescent 
and Pan York, which you handed Ambassador Douglas on October 30, 
the Department of State has just telegraphed us as follows: 


| "Reference is made to the aide-memoire of the secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs dated October 30, 1947 with regard to 
the activities of the SS Pan Crescent and Pan York, which accord- 
ing to the aide-memoire are vessels registered under the flag of 
Panama now present at Constanza. The Foreign Secretary has like- 
wise invited attention to the possibility that the Colonel 
Frederick C. Johnson, now lying at Norfolk, Virginia, may be 
destined for the same traffic. 


The Department of State has undertaken immediate investi- 
gation of the status of these vessels. This investigation héw- 
ever is not complete and the following comments provide merely 
an interim answer reflecting the concern which the Government 
of the United States shares with the Government of the Unit ed 
Kingdom over the activities of vessels engaged in the clandes- 
tine emigrant traffic to Palestine. Meanwhile armed cutters of 
the United States Coast Guard have the Colonel Frederick C. 
Johnson under twenty-four hour surveillance at Norfolk and all 
possible steps are being taken to prevent the sailing of this 
vessel, 


For the most confidential information of the Secretary 

of State for Foreign Affairs it can be revealed that officers 
of the Department of State have discussed this problem as a 
matter of urgency with authorized representatives of the Jewish 
Agency in New York City. With specific reference to the SS Pan 
Crescent, Pan York, and Colonel Frederick Johnson an authorized 
representative of the Jewish Agency has informed the Department 
of State that the Jewish Agency has no information about pros~ 
pective sailings either from Atlantic ports or ports in Black 


/Sea 


The Right Honorable Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
The Foreign Office, Whitehall, S.W.1l. 
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Sea during next five or six weeks. The representative of 
the Jewish Agency added that the agency would do everything 
within its power to prevént further incidents but indicated 
that the agency did not have complete control of the Jewish 
underground. 


The agency requested any precise information available 
as to prospective sailings in order that it might use its 
maximum influence to prevent incidents. The Department's 
representative stated that it expected the Jewish Agency to 
exert itself to the utmost to see that the underground is 


restrained. 


Furthermore the Secretary of State has in person called 
in Jewish leaders and informed them with the greatest possible 
emphasis that unless immediate and effective steps were taken 
to stop this clandestine activity he would have no other re~ 


course but to treat the matter publicly." 
Sincerely, 
A i) La. 
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, 18th November, 1947. 
Now E 10523/84/31 | 


Dear A. Gallon 


Thank you for your letter of 8th November giving 
me the substance of a telegram you had received from the 
State Department about certain ships engaged in the 
Jewish illegal imaigrant traffic to Palestine. 


I am grateful for this prompt reply to my enquiries 
end in particular for the action which the United State 
authorities nave taken in regard to the "Colonel 
Frederick C. Johnson". I have noted that ir. Marshall 
has personally raised the general question of Jewish 
dilegal immigretion with Jewish leaders in the terms you 
have described. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Syel-) Cnet Bevan | 
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@ CONFIDENTIAL 


L6/1.00/4,7 


BRITISH EMB\:SY, 
\THENS. 


3rd November 197. 


Dear Department , 


Please refer to our P/D No. 34.3, under cover of wich 
we sent you a covy of a Note from the Greek Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs about instructions given to the Greek Consul-General at 
Istanbul not to grant Greek registration to the "Corina". 

The Greeks have now informed us that the "Corina" 
is about to sail from Macin for Piraeus in order to register 
at the latter vort. They say that she has on board a cargo 
of glass and some Greek nationals who wish to r=turmm to their 
country, and that they have therefore authorised her to fly the 
Greek flag. The Greek Note adds that instructions have been 
given to the Greek Consul-General at Istanbul sand to the 
authorities in Greece to exercise the closest sunervision on 
the "Corina" from the time she enters Turkish and Greek waters 
resvectively. 


ve do not think we can vuarrel with this action of the 
Greeks in view of the revort in the M.1I.5 fortnightly sumnury 
that the bunks on board the vessel have been dismantled and 
considering her nresent anparently legitimate voyage. 


You will doubtless let us know if you receive 
further information croviding suff cient grounds for us 
request the Greeks to refuse r gistrition on arriva’ of 
vessel at Piraeus. 


Yours ever, 


CHEATS SRY 


Kastern Denartment, 
Foreign Of vice, 
S.Wele 
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£10588/84/31 | 
Cenfidential 
Cypher/0OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1 


Ne, 1290 
13th Nevember, 1947. D. 3.35 p.m. 13th Nevember, 1947 


Repeated te Athens Ne.2152. 
Istanbul Ne. 77 


My telegram Ne. 1873 te Athens [ef llth September: 


Jewish illegal immigratien]. 


His Majesty's Embassy Athens repert that Greek 
Gevernnent have autherised "Cerina" te sail under Greek flag 
te Piraeus. She is said te have a carge ef glass and te be 
Carrying Greek natigmals whe wish te: return ta-Greeee. 


Ze De yeu still censider this ship suspect er dees it 
appear that this veyage at least will be legitimate? 
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My telegram New 1297, 
Illegal Jewish emigratien. 


The Bucharest newspaper argus of Nevember 6th 7 
an anneuncement that Credit iMinier Oil Cempany, a cempany 
ef Sevrempetrel greup has received autherity te supply 
"Den Crescent" ahd “Pan Yerk" with 40 car leads ef fuel 


el le 


aIuaLalay 


2 Paper says that Internatienal (sic) Red Cress 
aaue request fer #il and that vessels hava come te 


transpert emigrants leaving Reumania. 


3, Altheugh there is still ne censiderable 


ef Jews tewards the Black Sea Ceast, there are indicatie 


that departures will take place frea Heumania. 
pos: 
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be Creme meme: 


Fereign Office please pass te .lescew, Jerusalen, 
ngera, iieieOo-Caire (please pass te C-in-C MELF) and 
“Malta for Cxin-C Mediterranean as uy telegrams Nes. 153, 


65, 41, 24 and 12 respectively. 
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[Repeated te ilescew, end 


|Cepies sent te Telegraph Section Cal 
fer repetition to Jerusalem]. 


i|Cepy sent te iar Registry Admirs 
te Malta fer C~in-C Mediterranean]. 
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British Consulate General, 
ALGIERS. 
10th November, 1947. 


With reference to my telegrams No. 101 and 


102 of the 7th November regarding the appearance of an 
unidentified vessel thought to have been the Italian 
schooner "Giovanni Maria" off Guyotville, some ten 

miles west of Algiers, during the night of the Sth - 

6th November, I have the honour to furnish further details 


of this largely frustrated attempt to embark illegal 
Jewish imnigrants for Palestine. 


Ze A local fishing boat was nearly run down by 
this vessel, which was moving on her Diesel engine without 
sails or lights. The fishermen made for the nearest 
shore, a stretch of beach between Guyotville and Sidi 

re they noticed a fair number of people on 


Ferruch, whe 
They at first suspected smuggling and, leaving 


the beach. 
one man to watch their boat, two of then went to alarm 


the police at Guyotville who, unfortunately, only sent 
two or three gendarmes to the spot, where on their arrival 


they found f 
people out to the ship on their second trip. The gen- 


darmes, finding themselves quite incapable of dealing 
of what had now become 


with the situation in the presence 
fired off a rifle 


several hundred Jews on the beach, 
as a signal for further reinforcements, upon which the 


vessel shortly afterwards disappeared out to sea, after 
having remained off-shore some three-quarters of an hour, 
from 20.15 to 2100 hours. The fishermen and the gendarmes 
described the vessel in question as being a two-mas ted 
vessel with a funnel with sails, if any, lowered, which 
does not correspond to the description issued of the 
three-masted te jovanni Maria", but allowance must be 
ssions being possibly not fully 


made for their impre 
accurate owing to the darkness of that night. 


Be It is estimated, that as the ship's boats 

were only of small size, each of them could not have 
taken more than an average of ten passengers on each 
of her two trips, which would mean that a maximum of 
eighty Jews could have thus been ferried on board. 


our of the ship's boats already ferrying 


4. The Jews left behind on the beach were then 

rounded up by the gendarmes, who had been reinforced, 

and these were eventually brought pack to Algiers next 

morning, 6th November. The Government General officially 
+ behind amounted 


notified me that the number of Jews lef 


to 596 in all, including a considerable proportion of 
Only 10 were from Algeria, 


women, children and young mene 
th of Oran; 59 were from 


having come from a place sou 
Tunisia and no less than 547 from Morocco. They were 


mostly either stateless or with no proper jdentity papers 
available. 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, MP., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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5e The Governor General told me in the course 

of a conversation on the following evening that it was 
his intention to deport these people back to Morocco 

or to Tunisia where they had come from. He had notified 
Paris that some of the ring-leaders, emulating the “Exodus 
II" incident, were threatening a hunger strike, in which 
case he proposed to use force to expel them if necessary. 
He had also complained bitterly to Paris about the laxity 
of Moroccan frontier control officials in letting Jews 

so eaSily over the frontier in such large numbers, which 
left a suspicion that they were: only too glad to be rid 
of them and to dump them into Algeria. Few of these 

Jews were really residents of Morocco and it is believed 
that some stateless Jews from even so far away as Central 
Europe, having recently got into Morocco through Spain, 
were among those rounded up. These Jews had been housed 
in several camps of fifty to one hundred persons in the 
country outside Algiers and also in a Jewish school in 
Algiers itself, with the help of a mysterious Sionist 
organisation and with Sionist funds. A considerable 
number of women and children had also been found ten-~ 
porary accommodation among local Jewish families in and 
around Algiers as the result of a special secret appeal 
from local Jewish benevolent societies. The Governor 
General has sent for a prominent local Jewish doctor 


aduaLatay 


and repeated his previous warning (see my Despatch No. 
110. of 4th October, 1947) that any further organised 
collection of Jews from outside for immigration to 
Palestine may inevitably lead to a clash with local 
Moslems who are beginning to feel bitter about such mnat- 
ters, in which case the Jews will have only themselves 


to blame if they arouse Arab hostility. 


6e An alert along the coast in connection with 
this vessel following a communication sent to him by me 
on the 4th November had been ordered by the Governor 
General and Navy coastguards and police were on watch. 
Under such circumstances it may appear strange that the 
concentration of nearly 700 Jews passed unnoticed. They, 
however, used perfect. infiltration methods. Women and---.. 
children were sent off in trucks in the afternoon as if 
going on an outing to the seaside and men were taken, 
mostly in private cars, after darkness and hidden among 
the scrub in the dunes and in a dry ravine (Oued Beni 


Messous). 
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7 The illegal vessel only came in near the coast 
at around 2015 hours when complete darktfess had set in 
and lay sufficiently off-shore so as to be barely visible 
from the beach. By the time the French naval patrol 
vessel “Sabre had been sent out and reached the spot, 
the mystery vessel was well away and could not even pe 
picked up by the warship's radar within its range of 
fifteen miles. The night was an extremely dark one, 
otherwise things might have been far different. 


M. Yves Chataigneau, the Governor General and 
all higher French authorities have been most co-operative 
throughout this whole affair, which they have taken very 
seriously. I know that ou¥ good friend Vice Admiral 
Ronarc'h, KBE. passed two very disturbed nights on the 
5th, the night of the incident ani on the following night, 


Be 


| when he ‘remained on, the alert in case the chip attempted 


_ fresh approach at some other ‘point. on the Algerian 
hich there hes. since been no indication. — 


| 9. a It was pad luck and ‘disappointing to all: ‘con=. 

cerned that all this keenness. md watchfulness upon the — 

part. of French officials on our behalf was not ompletely 
rewarded. However, the fact of only having been able 
to embark some 80 out: ‘of 680 illegal immigrants. faust 
have been a very. severe disappointment to the: Sionist oo 
organisers, especially in view of further action now. ‘being 
taken to expel the rest. I feel that further. friendly 7 
co-operation can be. counted upon ‘from the Algerian. 
authorities and I have already expressed my. thanks: ‘end 
appreciation personnally to M. Yves Chataigneau, the 
Governor General and to Vice Admiral Ronare' be | 


10. A copy of this despatch is being sent to His. 
Majesty' s Ambassador in Paris; to. the. Commander in Chief, 
Mediterranean and to His Majesty’ 8 Consuls General at 


Rabat and Tun Se | 
r have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


‘Sir, 
Your most obedient, 


humble servant, 
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PUARLGH ve PACH, deste 


is{ Decanber, 1947. 2 | 


foe (OU | 
(8 1900884731) 


CONFIDENTIAL 

hat» 
in your deapateh Bo. 120 of the 10h Hoveuber 

about the frustration of the “Giovensi daria a” 
wbbeagt to Qayark Vewlst lilegal immigrents Trou 
algeria, you reported that you hed slreedy expressed 
your appreciation of thelr prompt sad efiectiive 
sooperation to the French suthorities concerned. 


Ze i should ve grateiui if you wouid now 


aunvey to the Governor-leaeral an official eaproesion f 


of His kajeaty’s Government’s appreciation of the 
pelpral attitude ui the local authorities in this 
int Pere 


3. di aa sedding sopies of this Geapatch to 
His ejesty’s subassudor in #uris and to Hie 
ia goa ty’ a Consuls—Genered ot Kabs: and Tunis. 
b Gi» 
Lz, ; 
Your obedient vervent, | 
(vor the ~Goretary of utete) 


(Soot , BAB. Renoss. 


Ke Darrell WL leon Beye, 
NEGeyp GBGe yg EhCes 
adgiers. 
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iy, Holman, 1.25 Delle 15th Nevenber, 1947 


N@, 1302 
13th Nevember,1947. R: eld Pelle 13th Nevember, 1247. 


Fellewing fer Admiralty Cemmander in Chief 
Mediterranean Aduiralty, Cempal and .O.1.0. Pert 


Said from Naval Attaché Bucharest. 


[Begins]. 
Yeur 11120354, Pan Yerk and Pan Crescent. 


he further desertiens have eccurred 


since the 20 Italian subjects mentiened in Bucharest 
telegran lie: 1159 ef Octeber 17th te Fereign Office 
repeated te Cenmander-in-Chief lediterrancall, 

Jerusalen an@ Middle Hast Office, Caire, It is net 
imewn whether these men have yet actually peen replaced 
put it is prebable, in view ef the number ef men new 
aesireus ef escaping from Reumania. Palestine telegran 
We:g070 ef Nevenber ath te Fereign Office alse refers. 
Adwiralty please pass relevant extracts te Cemander-— 
in-Chief, Hediterranc an and WeC.1.U. Pert Said. 


2, Crews. 


2. iMtting out. Fitting ef abeut 3,000 bunks 
in -an Yerk and abeut 1,000 ga@itienal bunks in Pan 
Crescent appears te be completed and ne aoparent werk 
ig new in pregress in either shin. Repeat I still 
have ne infermatien as te what, if any, anti-bearding 
devices and internal ebstructiens are fitted, As 
reperted in Bucharest telegram i:@.1316 ef Nevember 11th 
te ereign Office repeated te Cemmander-in-Chie?, 
Mediterrantan, Jerusalem and widale wast Office, Caire 
fer Genmander-in-Chicef li, aL. 2, appreximately 400 tens 
(40 carlesds) ef fuel #11 have prebably new been made 


available fer the twe ships. 


4, Asseubly ef Immigrants. Tnere are still ne 
large cellectiens ef illegal immigrants at, or 
mevenents ef Jews tewaras, Roumanis Black Sea Perts 
put indicatiens that the twe ships will lead in 
Reumania are grewing. Bucharest telegram | 
refers. 1 aa unable ie cenfirn er refute Naval 
Attaché Istanbul! s repert ef Tuckish erigin that mumbers 
ef Jewish illegal immigrants were waiting gt Beurgas 
en Octeber 2st. 

Fereign Office telegras Ne,1184 ef Octeber 24th 
te Sefia repeated Bucharest and Angera refers. oe 


Be Aemiralty please pass t@ ether adaresseps. 
131150; - 
| & 
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CONFIDENTIAL. _ 


di WARNING.—This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or 
'. confidential code message, and the text muet first be paraphrased* if it is 
essential to communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government 


Services. | 
* (NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad ‘‘O.T.P.’’ are excepted from this rule.) 


151158,/November 
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Fram: Ce in Ce Med, | | Data: Lge 
Recd: 1213 
GENERALEX 


Zdmiralty Dg ihecka 
N.O»-L.C. Port Said 


TNPORTANT, 
Following repeats Compal's 1.1903B begins: 
Reuter Jorusalom has informed NvL.O. Palestine that 


PAN YORK and PAN CRESCENT are due to pass through the Bosphorus 
this weekend, 7 
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Qn This report comes from a reliable source in Istanbul. 


7 | * . : 
Je : There is no means of assessing tha reliability of this 
report. : | | 
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PANAMA 31st October 194 7 


“Translation of the column "Hechos y Comentarios" 
by Gelede appearing on page 2 of "La Macion" 
| of the 50th October 1947 


May Heaven judge him until my commentary in respect of the letter 
from this 'comrade' appears tomorrow. | 


My dear Gelede, oe Panama, 29th October 1947 


Tt was only today that somebody showed me your little column 
in which you addressed a letter to me asking me to deny or belittle 
many commentaries and much gossip. which have been circulating about me. 


The fact that [I should be talked about does not surprise me and - 
should not surprise you. Here in our country they talk about every- 
thing in the world, even about one's mother. And about you, my poor 
friend, if you only knew what they say and what IT have been told since 


my arrival.....! 


Tittle tattle is one of our national institutions and it is the 
duty of the press and of the newspaper men to combat that mental 
disease and notexploit it. For that reason, [J could well keep quiet, 
and experienced people have so advised me but T do not wish to because 
no pieaz, an exalted family and the epitome of honour, is more honourable 


than the Porras. History is there to prove it. 


They say [ am rich. T wish T was. JT would sing another tune. 
T have made my economies even though you do not believe it. My salary 
of 1400 Ralboas plus 300 which I get from two little houses which J 
have has so permitted me since J am a man without vices. But it is 
not by this elone. (that he hassmved). Today in Europe it is possible 
to make current exchange operations which give an ample profit if one 
possesses dollars. This you can be told by honourable people who have 
recently been in the old world such as pon J.J. Vallarino, Roberto 
Heurtematte, Catalino Arrocha G., Romualdo Mora, Mariano Hernandez, etc., 
etc. This is the reason why there are subordinate employees who can 
Live (in the old world) with a salary of less than $200 (per month). 


The Legation in London has never remained without a Head. 
Numerous efficient employees attended when IJ was absent. Counsellor 
Morales, Secretary Icaza, Attachés Remirez and Marquez. T was Minister 
“~—_in France and creat Britain and T had to tend both Missions which [J 
did with great dignity placing the name of my country on a very high 
level. For this T have received many congratulations, not only from 
the president of the Republic Don Enrique Jimenez, Dr. Alfaro and Dr. 
Filos, but also from world-famous people, all of which will be published 
in my book "Mission in Great Britain". IT have defended the name of’ my 
country even on the field of honour. The rights and interests of Panama 
tT have upheld in the chanceries to which J was accredited without 
weaknesses or complexes, gaining for myself respect from all. T have 
harvested for my country triumphs which are still resounding such as 
the exclusion from U.N.0. of Franco, and the putting of the question 
of racial discrimination in the qanal Zone before international orpaninge:- 
sations. T have been chosen as an arbiter on international maritime 
conflicts. J] published in prance and creat Britain, without the help 
of anyone, an illustrated bulletin in order to destroy the black lesend 
which hangs. over our country, and for which many of our newspaper men 
are resronsible through their lack of integrity. And for all this work 
what do [T receive? Calumnies and slander. T went to the Argentine on 
a lecitimate vacation. T understand that you also went there 
accompanied by Don Rusebio Gonzalez. J went there to publish, very 
advantarseously, three books - nroducts of my literary endeavours, 
There J met many honourable Panamanians who can advise you as to my 
conduct. Amongst ther were pon Julio Aleman, Don Roberto Aleman, 
pon 3imon Eliet, pr. Herrera, pon Simon Vega, and your brother Pico etc., 
etc. Tt is easy to find out via the arcentine covernnent if my conduct 


was such as hinted at by you. 
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My triv to Greece was motivated by two reasons. Firstly my 
desire to learn, and secondly, to investigate all about the "pirate" 


wanian flag since the majority of these are creek. 
istry for Foreign affairs sent m the following cable;:- 


"O69 Panama 35 350 PXGHR 707P | 
Panalega London. Reference yours of the 8th the Government 
applauds the defence of the Republic against impudent attacks 
and authorises you to investigate the reasons for the start of 
this campaign stop Govermnent concerned about the situation 
of ships under Panamanian fler and is prepared to take the 
i ate measures necessary. 
Foreisn Relations" 
The trip of four hours duration in an aeronlane cost me 8120 
and only lasted a week~en Other Ministers and Ambas 


Jgournies «rovokine 


at, amonrest |: 
as nothines 


Your friend who admires you, 


t 
he 


EMSTRIO PORRAS. 
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With the compliments of 


Mre GeCeRBe Dodds. 
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400 407 


12th November, 1947 


Military 
admirault ve 


Se tie te 


Leth Novewber, 19:7 


ily dear xivershed, 


‘vould you please refer to 5.0.3. 1128/15/10 
f of the loth October in which the chiet's of staff 
lea that illegal immivrants could be returned to 
{Gulgarian and xoumanian ports without naval escort 
|jprovided that an additional ship of some kind wag 
i{present for the purposes of rescue, 


dIuaLa fay 


Ze the Admiralty feel that, if this is accep- 
table for refoulement to the Black Sea, it should be 
possible to modify arranzementa for providing naval 
escorts for refoulement to other ports ond for tranship- 
ment to Cyprus and other destinations. «ue have in 
mind that, 1f£ one of the ex-corvettes were used ag a 
rescue ship, its presence would remove the necessity 
for psvroviding nor eo tra ine: vwardhip; this would be a 
great saving in fu nd would allow the Mediterranean 
Fleet to get on with sone of its very necessary 
training. Circumstances nicht arise, of course, in 
which 411 the corvettes, as well ae the cargo ships, 
would be required for actually carrying imnicrants 

at the sume time and the dettsien. to use ex-corvettes 
for escorting would also depend to some extent on 
whether other lllegal imnigrant ships were expected 
while the refoulement was takitig placee Discretion 
would be given to the Commander-in-Chief in assoota- 
tion with the military authorities and i.3e eG. iedi- 
terranean to decide whether, in a purticular case, the 
number ov naval escorts could be reduced in this way. 
@ feel that there is scope for sone econony and that 
such discretion ought to be given. 
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I. suggest thet thie matter might be - 
on Illegal Imaigration.and I am accordingly sending 


ry 


Yours: ever’, | 


. - oot 


G.C.B.DODDS - 


ry 


391440 G40938 J178Md 3HL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


N00 NOT 


aca 


Lys 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 


06 90/3u./>/ 
XE /ob6G2 


J 
«< 
* 
o 
= 
ar 
of 
n~ 
-4 
= 
Mm. 
a] 
ce 
@ 
r 
© 
m 
© 
o 
* 
a —) 
°o 
ba | 
BA, 
© 
~m” 


. WOONOT 


AY. oy ij 
: - Neenbor Col 


TELEGRAM. FROM 


ty V, telel’ 
Aeyol 
Dated 
Received 1 Bh! . 


an Registry { | 
pt tley 
/ 4” ~ 


No. 


Last Paper. 


106 Gk 


(Print.) 


(low disposed of.) 


(Action 
completed.) 


Wext Paper. 


(0730 


Afo 


Capen” bay te- gure tad rou 


tts LR lb K 
4 } Abi y A | A % ie 
le (¢ pf ny 


fi Alene fe Mee 22 


tog 
| 


_~ 5 tad oneal Lena 7 Cina) hl ha hanitnen wnt anaemia 
—s: wows oo . 


wae EC: y% 


WE 


( Minutes.) 


s 


saduasafay 


bn 
< 
= 
6? 
= 
= 
° 
nm 
~4 
= 
mm 
a] 
‘= 
@ 
r 
ts ] 
rd 
m 
© 
°o 
@Z@ 
oe 
o 
wa 
= 
‘y] 
m 
es 
r 
°o 
zz 
z 


wn Ue ws 
Ds ww hain nat “, en ee re) 


ree a 


» 
OT EY a PT A ha SNS ene 


- 


saouasafay 


| 
| 
; 
| 
: 
| 
| 
- 


. WOQNOT “391330 GN0938 91798Ng 3HL 30 LHD IYAd0D 


Y)dy 


pate ha? cn anal 


am, 
fu vs Mompal /51/§00 iy 


| 
| 
: 
/O/057~2 yy | 
/bopah Ny | 
//228 Wy ! 
W326 ify | 


JD Pa. 22 
1 AL WO tial M bated oh 


wv 


/ 


FROM ROME TO FOREIGN OFFICE : | 
13 NOV 


D.11.59 pom. 14th Neo , 


Sir V Mallet x 
R.12.55 aem. 15th Nevember 1047 


e2 2141 
, vyember 1947 


Repeated te Jerusalem 


é / 
ry 
’ oo bag ; 
u s hi tu fog 


e 


grenae 1310 
elieve we can 

y co~eperation 

In our View they 

ps earrying such Jews 
ene te wer ferce 
erp: undec; ] "Exedus" 
eur pesitien in this 


aduaLsasay 


2, In the pr . round 
because we cannet yet M te the Italians 
thet the Jews in questi taly. Mereever since 
eur experts did net expect the RyA.t. te p ek up Jews in the 
ares in questien the Iteiian gutherities were net warned by 


us ef this intentien and were| net requested te detain the 


ship at Venice. RATARAUCCIA 


| 3. We de net think therefere that there is any real 
likeliheed ef the Italian Gevernment, agreeing te either 
ef the alternatives referred te in yeur paragraph 2, 


44s, 
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RESTRICTED. IN 


- WARNING.—This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or 
confidential code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if it is 
essential to communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government 


Services. 


15 L800B/November. 


From GOMPAL, Date 15,11.47, 
Recd, Lice 


:aduaLafay 


GENUGRALEX 


PALE ER. Ke EET Oe FOES 


Addressed C. in ©. Med, 
LATO. Admivalty., 5.0.I1.L.5.M, 


. Hiizep niumoer One. Suspect number 287 intercepted 
by VENUS attcr six search, Position 335 degs, 45 mins, North, 
33 degs, 50 inins, Gast at 1800B, 
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Advance copies sent RC, 


. WOONOT 


D, of P, \° 
D. of P.(Q). 
CNet eZ 


RESTRICTED — IN 


secret cypher or confidential code message 


G: This is an unparaphrased version of a 
tial to communicate it to persons ou 


Ww 
and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essen 
British or Allied Government Services. 


460% SB/Movearser 


From COMPAT “ate 16e110l7> 


© Rec'd 0932 


GaN PRALES 
eal Jo Gob. wa Jilly ” ‘ 
eee WO ober se we 7 Ben Hh ME TA Re A OE aE Nl we ME EE Qe ded, SO Lt ant RASTA ree peer Tee Ee ET eel < 


nent 


hddressed Ca iu C. Meda. 
Info. <Admiraiijs, SOLiAu, 


IMMEDIATE _ 
Sitred oumycar tWoOe Small vessel named IMMIGRATION disecvers.: 
Beached off Nanaryd. Detaiis follow, 


2. Ship reported in my 1516008 know proc ecdling (Howa K Hhify: 
under escort. | 


1609),6B 


. x Ss received 
(?) Haifa. 


A/C DC RO 
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RESTRICTED IN 


WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code mes 
and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to communicate it to persons ou 
British or Allied Government Services. 


161052B Nov 
Date 16.11.47 


From COMPAL Rectd, 1140 
GENERALEX 


Addressed C in C Med. 
info | Admiralty SOI LEM 


IMPORTANT. 


Situation report number 3. My 160945B para 1 
Proper name of ship /ALIYA/ 100 to 150 tons, beached 
400 yards from the shore, wether flat calm. Army boarded 


and found vessel deserted. 


1L61052B 


woo (EEE 
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RESTRICTED © IN. 


WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code mes 
and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to communicate it to persons out 


-- British or Allied Government Services. 


©} - 161228B November 
Date 16.11.47 
Rec'd. 1135 


| GENERALEX | | - 


Addressed C in C Med _ 
info Admirelty SOLLLM 


From COMPAL 


IMMEDIATE 


sitreo Number 4. Suspect ship Number 287 
(RAQFELUCCE repetition RAFPELUCCE) boarded off Carmel 
at L2L7B today 16th November, no opposition encountered. 
Ship stopped when ordered, Now proceeding to Haifa 


under own power. 
1612282 


hdvence copy sent RC 
| DG 
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RESTRICTED. 


d version of a secret cypher or 


WARNING.—This is an unparaphrase 


confidential code message, 


and the text must first be 


paraphrased if it is 


essential to communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government 


Services. 
161736B/November, 


Date 16.11.47. 
Reed, 1755. 


From G OMPAL . 


GENGRALEX 


saduasals. ay 


Addressed C. in C, Med. 
Info. Admiralty, 5S.0.1,L.i.M, 
LUMEDIATR - : 
Embarkation into transport RUNNYMEDE PARK 


completed. Total 731 repetition 781 no incidents, 


ee Sitzrep Number 5. 
161736B 
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"RETURN OF JBVIGH ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 20 
PALESTINE 10 THEIR COUNSRY OF BMBARKATION. 


A paper on this subject was prepared by 
the Official Committee on Illegal Immigration, dated 
October LOth, and submitted to Ministers with a review of 
the general position. Both papers will be found in 
E95L:6/8/G. hey were considered at a meeting in the 
Secretary of State's room on October 15th at which the 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies and officials 
from the Foreign Offieé and Colonial Office were present. 


This meeting, which in the event was 
devoted principally to the question of where to intern 
illegal inmigrants and whether the strain on the Cyprus 
Camos could be reduced by allocating the entire monthly 
legal quota to them, did not go into the cuestion of 
'mefoulement". No decision was taken whether to continue 
the policy in regard to Italy or whether to abandon it 
altogether. The Official Committee on Palestine has now 
inherited the work of the Committee on Illegal Immigration, 
and the Ghairman has asked, in view of the fact that a 
decision on this point is outstanding, whether the 
Foreign Office, as the department orimarily concerned, 
could secure a ministerial decision. 


The position is briefly 2 follows. 
Since the Foreign Office have ruled out the possibility 
of sending a further batch of illegal immigrants to 
Germany, should "“refoulsment" action go wrong , such 
setion cannot be taken without the full agreement of 
the Government of the country to which the Jews are 
being returned that all the necessary steps, including 
the use of force, should be taken 9 disenibark the Jews. 
The Gonmittee held that this rules out France (on our 
experience of the "President Warfiela"). Whey also 
excluded the possibility of "“refoulement" to Bulgaria 
ov Rumania, for obvious political reasons. this leaves 
only Italy amongst the likely sources of serlous 
illegal immigration. 
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N00 401 


| A decision is now sought as to whether, 
in the event of our heving clear proof cither by 
shadowing or by incontrovertible evidence from the snore 
of the place of erfbarkation of « siven party of illegal 
jomigrants, we snould press the Italian Government very 
strongly to take them back. °- we do decide to adopt this 
policy we sholl clearly have to pusn it hard as nothing 
Would be more damaging than representations which we 
failed to press: failure of such representations would 
encourage the traffic snd annoy the Ttalians without 
corresponding advantage. On the other hand, strong 
representations would lead to a serious controversy with 
the Italian Government, who would obviously resent having 
to take the Jews back. 7 


A potential case for "“refoulement™ to 
Italy arose recently when the trafsel Luccia" reached 
Pulestine waters carrying Jewish illegal immigrants, 
pelieved to have embarked in Italy. Our evidence 
regarding the embarkation was in any case insurficient to 
justify our approaching the Italian Government, but 
li.M. Embassy in Rome expressed the opinion that, even had 


the evidence/ 


~ 


+he evidence been sufficient the Italian Government 
would have refused to take back these or any other 
Jews. ‘Their natural reluctance to agree to such 
setion has been increased by the French refusal to 
force the "President Warfield" passengers to 


diseiibark. 


I would set out the pros and cons as follows: - 


Pros; - We are likely to be hard pressed by illegal 
ivmigration during the last months of our 
mandate. ‘he Cyprus camps may well be filled 
to capacity and the return of one or two 
thousand Jews to Italy would ve a great 
practical hclp as well as a strong deterrent 
to the traffic. 


At «a moment when we are doing our best to 
improve our relations with Italy (vide the 
Sforza visit), we would risk a serious 
incident with Italy. The Italian Government 
are almost certain to refuse our request, and, 
if they maintained this refusal, it is agreed 
that we could not carry through the Polley. 
We should, therefore, have raised a bone of 
contention without «ffective result.As we ave net preparcd 
turk, actor. cheshere we Srartd appar by be Ai tmin 


st the Shatsans. nae ; , ; 
agams | N.BAS it is almost impossible to secure incontrovertible 


evidence of embarkation without shadowing by H.M. ships, 
the adootion of a policy of"refoulemcnt" would greatly 


incrense the strain on the resources of the Mediterranean 


fleet. 
q d PAN 


J.G.5,Beith. 


19th November, 1947. 
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2) a , 
epalmerdol Se MORITZ" " RONODINE 


“GUERABAI 


“SAN LEOMARD OQ 
eZ “Yin DRRAN 


TP par : ane 7 
Copies to :— 7 ae “A aRTUNA 
7 , "EFIS Ir SARRA “VLOWATTA and OR } 


is seal inde / on Flight, 
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B.10696/81/31. -. . 
Confidential. 
CYPHER /OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO.2~ 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ROM 


oe - 
He D: 4.00 pen. 2ist November,194/. 
2ist November, 1947. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Your telegram No. 2,141 [of Lith November: Jewish 


illegal immigration], 


I am surprised to learn that Italian Government were 
not requested to detain the tRafaeluccia" at Venice 
irrespective of whether or not an attempted enbarka tion 
in that area was believed to be imminent. xcept in very 
special circumstaves, Italian Government should be pressed 
to take measures to detain or delay all strongly suspect 
shipping in their ports as a matter of routine, 


9, Please confirm that Italian Government have been 
asked to detain "San Leonardo", "St.Moritz", 'Rondine" 
and "Yilderan", all of which are strongly sus ect, and 
warned about "Guerazzi", "Efisia Serra", "Violette" and 
Ore ee are also included in Fortnightly List of 


Suspect Shipping. 
Ga@ 


:aduaLafay 
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Next Paper. 
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[This telegram is of parti onlar secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. e 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION, iG 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 

Lord inverchapel. D. 11.08 p.m. 15th November 1947, 

itr tesinber 1947, ——- Re 6,00 a.m, 16th November 1947, 


Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York, 
Jerusalem, : 


’ 
+f 
} 


IMPORTANT, } . 
SH POUL e . ar | “7 


My Immediately preceding telegran, 


Jewish Illegal Immigration. \I7) NOV 


This represents a considerable advance on vrevious United 
States policy of silence though you will note the phrase in 
paragraph 4 about ensuring that the applicable laws of the 
United States are fully enforced. Ts a result of our own 
investigations into the legal position we have good reason to 


believe that the eee laws are somewhat broken reeds, in 
that there is little | 


which covers this <ind of situation. 


2. ir, Marshall's assault on certain Jewish leaders 
seems a more fruitful line of ATES and it is also 
encouraging that thorough inves igations are now being made 
both into the status of the three ships and into the question of 
tax exemption. ‘We were told in confidence in the State 
Department that they had made the draft reply to me as stron 
as they dared but that iir. Marshall had insisted on making i 
| < epee deal stronger. Present indications are that he means 
usiness. | | 


: ijn Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram 
i 06 e 


[Copies sent to Telegram Section Colonial Office for 
repetition to Jerusalem], ea, 
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el6th Nevember 
1947 


15th Nevesber 1947 ite Genoese Toe nevceres 


nepeated te Panama 
New Yerk (Censul General) Saving 


Centigential. 
Yeur telegram 11465; Jewish Illegal Inmicratien. 
Latest United States infermatien on present status 


ef the Celene] @.C. Jehnsen is centained in paragraph 2 
ef my telegram 6451. 


ao YFesitien as regards specific questiens asked 
in paragraph 1 ef yeur telegram under reference appe ar 
te we as fellews; 


¢ lesrn from indirect enquiry at United States 
siaritine Cemmissien that United States law as such dees 
nat (repeat net) Loit clearance af unéscumented vessels 
gut that any vessel sailing fer a fereign pert is required 
te estsin Custems clearance. She can therevere sail 
withsut clearance ts anether United States part. Custer 
cellecters are required only te satisfy themselves as t 
swocrshie kefere giving clearance fer a fercion pert. 
Pessiblility therefere exists that Custems Officers 
might mistakenly clear shi» en insufficient decumentatisn 
er that ship might clear estensibly fer anether United 
States vert then sail elsewhere. In the resent case 
Ceast guard watch en ship sheuld prevent sail n¢ in either 
manner, : 


Seer 


oe Ship might pessibly sail under United States 

flag since present repairs will prebably render her fully 
Scawerthy but recsurse may still be had te measures 
referred te in paragraph 2 ef my telegram Ne: 6193, 
It is, hewever, very deubtful whether she wsulaé embark 
illegal iwmizgrants while under United States flav 
-lternative waula be an application fer transfer ts a 
fereign flag either in a tmited States er in a fereign 
perks In beth cases State Department ceuld probably 

¢ persuaded to cupley ruler pay actics but it weula be 
eetter frem sur peint ef view fer ridge told fer transfer 
te be made here where we new have the advantage of 


increased 


391430 OHO938 J1TaNd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 
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increased cooperation from the State Department 
and F.B.I. om the spot and where ship is farther 
removed from the danger zone. 


| 4. I wrote on November 10th to Panamanian 
Ambassador to express your serieus concern at the 
activities of three ships, with particular reference to 
the fact that Pan Crescent ond Pan Yerk are flying 
the Panamanian flag and that the Celene! F.C. Johnsen 
may be ap lying fer Pamamanian registry, <A later 
enquiry o ¢ Panamanian Embassy te secure a pregress 
repert and te put the question raised in yveur elegram 
Ne: 11745, elicited the fact that they had decided 
that they must refer the questien te the Panomanian 
Gevernment, They were unable te give any estimate 
of the prespeets ef cancelling the registratien ef 
Pan Crescent and Pan Yerk but said that they weuld be 
prepared te refer this alse te Panama if I wrete 
again. As it appears that Panamanian Embassy are 
net in this instance prepared te act witheut 
instructions and if Panamanian Censul General in New 
bet with whem His Majesty's Censul General is 
seekin 
I fear it will be necessary te pursue the matter in 
Panama. | 


X:X:X: 


g te get inte teuch, preves te be equally cautieus 
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Copy for Mr. Beith, Foreign Office. ; 


oO 


EGRET!.. , ~-y- , 
‘ . 4 
i Li, V6 dn Noverber, 1947. 


ji. 
Our Ref.T.M.31181/2 | 
Your Ref.M.05960 46 


\ 13 NOV 


I refer to your letter of the llth October to Beith 
on the question of the passage of corvette-type merchant 
ships through the Dardanelles. . 


The Ministry's view is that this is primarily 4 matter 
for the Foreign Office, put I nust add it is thought there 
would be no objection to the passage of these ships acting 
as Rescue Ships to accompany transporte proceeding to the 
Black Sea on refoulenent duties any nore than there would 
be objection to the passage of the transports thenselves 
(1f this is pernissible). 


Dear Dodds, 


:aduasafay 


I should mention that 1t has been pointed out that 
a similar point arose and had to be cleared in connection 
with the blockade running trip into Sweuen in 1943/4, 
where passages which were of motor torpedo type were 
registered as merchant ships, crewed with Merchant Navy 


crews and operated to Sweden without any contravention of 
the Hague Rules. I appreciate that this is of acadenic 
4nterest only as the pregent indications are that it is 
very unlikely there will be a refoulenent to a Black Sea 


port. 
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I am sending a copy of thia letter to Beith. 


Yours sincerely, 


G. C. Be Dodds, Esq-, 
Military Branch, 
Admiralty, S.W.1- 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO od. 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Lord Inverchapel ) 10.36 om. i7th November 1947 
No. 6478 i 


17th November 1947 \ 


R. 8.50 a.m. 18th November 1947 


Repeated to Panama (Saving) 
Your telegram No. 11866. 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


Near Bastern Division of State Department have referred 
to us a further application for the transfer of a ship to 
Panamanian registry. This application is in respect of 
an IST [sic] and was made by a Panamanian Corporation 
named BZarbot Inc. The stockholders are a Roumanian named 
Balkani, a Cuban named Butez and e Swiss named Oscar Gnunder. 
The ship is intended for dry cargo and will be used for 80 
per cent of the time on the south America-liexico-Cuba run, 
and for 10 per cent on a run between American ports and ports 
in Italy. The remaining 10 per cent in unspecified. 


2, State Department will provide any further details which 
they can obtain but have again asked whether we have any 
epuec uae I should be grateful for your views as soon as 
possible. 
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‘B%0801/81/31 | 

Restricted | 

Ba Clair a | DEPARTMENTAL No, 1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


No, 11965 
19th November, 1947, De 11.15 pel, 19th November, 197 


Repeated to Panama No, a2 Saving 
Jewish illegal immigration]. 
No objection, | 


your telegram No, 6473 [of 17th November, 


FRF PF 
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Cypher/OrP, | ‘DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1 
FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations). — 


No. 3442, : D. 6.04 p.m, 18th November 1947, 
18th November 1947, R, 11,22 p.m. 18th November 1947. 
Repeated to: Washin on, | 


Jerusalen, 
Bucharest. 


Nahum Gould told the Minister of State today 
confidentially that the illegal immigration situation . 
Was now ponerat! under control, He assured him 
firmly that the ships at Constanca would not sail. 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem and 
Bucharest as*ny téléegrams Nos, 201 end 5, . | | 


[Copies sent to Bucharest Be to Colonial 
Office for repetition to Jerusalen. | 
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(Fron | United 1 Kingdon Delegation te United Tations) 
| ON Oe 545 9 De 40 51. PoMe 19th. Nevember, 1947 © 


19th Nevesber, 1947 Re 10.28 p.m. 19th Nevember, 1947 


paps (3923 (ely 


(a 
My telegrans Nes. ‘3448 and 5444. 
Name sheuld read Nehua Goldmann. 


uuUuuu 


. WOONOT °391450 GY093Y 21798NG 3HL 40 LHDIBAdOD 


Ten basil” fir ad “San fk - 
eo pant nea tas WS. /f, 
Registry ehatt/ ii Dangle I tet: t kK Fs LEE RPAS WL fot yi ti | 
“me ite ona OY § vL ae ae ~# A va Cage é é ke he 1 ane f: fi [A gua 
"fb Moriv l : flr ra ft: .# A fog wiltit Ked fe Achat A thy 
Llc. conde Lid coe Mepe all, figs ha SSPE th yf 
No. i if fi { Lz . ; vi Sy ‘/ Ou. 
¢ ey ot Od (ie geancite will a an ify “ od f 
Dated / . ff Fe ver fil 4 f 
‘Received , if fc f / ? ay cf iy | 


in Rocutry| vo art ft 


~~ Last Paper. | (Minutes.) oe 


(OB2E - | 
tn fP. ENA AWKAKA 19027 ", 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


tf | 1314 
Aud pyle 143 
9§/ 

oan 867(s) 
Wi “for Wer 

Lrvabe~ 

Nw /% 

CLG: few ete 

eat 


a) 
<i. 
a4 
oe 
=. 
= 
of 
um” 
= 
= 
mm 
be] 
—a @ 
@i. 
el 
et 
2. 
g | 
2 
e [= ] 
of}. 
ne 
=i 
Qo]. 
m 
. 
| ond 
So. 
8 
= 


| (Action 
~ completed.) 


Next Paper. 


/ 0 7 2% 32003 F.0.P 


‘ ‘he 
Beara 


BEEN Re ee ey 


4 


om som -~e @ oF 
wer 
ae 
® 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


aouasasay 


Repeat to :— 


CRESCENT 


? ae 


Sd 


Corte. 
Cypher. 


3914430 080938 9178Nd 3HL 40 LHD18Ad0D 


Distribution :-- 


NOO NOT 


z 
Li} 
~ 
= 
& 
S 
rt 
Ht) 
O 
ra 
0 
ca 
iL 
~ 
O 
Zz 


. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


3149 Wt 


‘NIDYVW SIHL NI NALLIYM 3G OL ONIHLON 


ee, 2 ek Ande 


& 


Confidential 
pher/OTP 


Ne: 1314 
18th Nevember 1947 Je 2045.a.m.19th November 1947 


hepeated to Sefia ®: 1563 
: Angers 981 
Vescew 867 Saving 
Washingten Ne: 1185 Saving 
Jerusalem Saving 
Commander=in-Chief Mediterranean paving 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Jewish illegal immigratien. 


neperts have been received here that seme 
passengers were actually embarked en "Pan Yerk" and 
"Pan Crescent" only te be disembarked again after a 
Jewish Committee had preneunced the accemmedatien 
inadequate. It is further reported that extra 
accemmedatien is new being built and thet Ships will 
net, therefere, be ready fer anether fertnight. 
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de We should be grateful for your comments and 
Planation of the long delay in the Sailing of 
e ships which you may be able ¢ Suggest. 
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SECRET 


WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 


(*Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad : 
“O.T.P."" are excepted from this rule.) - 
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icire ssed imiralty (for D.N.I.) _ | . 
info. hoaizalty (Fc 8.0. (1) Levant Bastern Mea. 


| ssociated rress reports fron Istanbul dated 
November igth states that two large re-cesignec refuges .shPs 
the PAN CRESCaNT and PAN YORK at Constanza haG been Loan 

with 14000 persons for Talestine they were reahy o ai 

when boarded by Jewish Commission and ordered cisehars 
pending further alterations whicn are expected to delay 

2 weeks, Revorted ships are being painted wnltGe 


ally confirmed by 


is report is substantl CO 
t2 ng ( arrived fron Constanze 


Meteor Turkish Ship CANKAYA recently 
(3) Admiralty please pass Port Said Malta 
L91L27Bs 


Bdvance Copy Sent. &.C. UNI. at 1610/19 
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Cypher/OIrP 


Lord Inverchapel D. 9655 peme 20th November, 1947 


No. 3 
20th November, 1947. Re 5.01 aem. 21st November, 1947 


Repeated to FORHIGN OFFICE NO, 6548 ; 


IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Telegram No. 6547 to Foreign Office. 


We heard in August that sea going tug Gloria (Ex AvR-7) 
of 300 GRT was in Charleston, that Honduran registry was 
being sought and that a Honduran Company called Athens 
Shipping and Salvage Company was to be founded to operate 
ship to Southern Europe. | 


2 Foeign Office have recently informed us that 
she left for Marseilles but returned to Charleston with 
engine trouble on November 4th. They added that ship had 
been sold to a Greek named Efthimos Athanasiou who is 
known tohave connexions with persons engaged in illegal 
immigration traffic inte Palestine. There were therefore 
goed reasons to suspect ker. State Department inform us 
that sale to him teek place in July. 


Se Latest developments are contained in my immediately 
i? gpe omitted ? preeeding] telegram Ne. 6547 te Fereign 
Office. 


Fereign Office please pass Immediate te San Jese as 
my telegram Ne. 3. 


0000 


6S8T9 / ELE 


:aQuasafay | 


391430 G80938 91798Ng 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


HOO NOT 


Following document(s) retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 


EVO Dalek / Pep Te, 
ESOGSS 
E/OFGS3 
EC /0G6 7 
Eloqt & 


Bb aduasafay 


391440 GY09348 9118Ng 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


. WOONOT 


